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The 81st Congress Starts to Work 


The mechanics of getting a new Congress organ- 
ized and functioning are not achieved overnight. 
It takes several weeks before the federal legislature 
is equipped to handle the important measures that 
await its consideration. 

Party leaders must be selected, committees ap- 
pointed, rules of procedure adopted, bills introduced. 
New members and staffs, of whom there are many 
this year, must “learn their way around.” The new 
blood helps to generate needed reforms (such as the 
limitation of the power of the House Rules Com- 
mittee). Because the newcomers must learn the 
ropes and because fundamental issues have been 
raised, getting down to work has been time con- 
suming. Decisions now being made as to the form 
and sponsorship of bills will go far toward deter- 
mining the future of the legislation. Seemingly 
small errors of judgment at this stage can prove 
costly later. 

A glance at the 81st Congress in the first week 
of February gives the following picture of measures 
in which the League has been especially interested: 


Reciprocal Trade Agreements (H. R. 1211) 


Hearings were completed on February 1 by the 
House Ways and Means Committee on the bill to 
renew the Act to June 12, 1951, in the form in which 
it existed prior to June, 1948. The bill was favor- 
ably reported by the Committee on February 2. 
House floor debate is scheduled for February 8 and 9, 
after which the bill will go to the Senate Finance 
Committee for consideration. Supporters are fairly 
optimistic as to the prospects. 


International Trade Organization 


The Administration bill providing for U. S. par- 
ticipation in this U. N. agency is expected to be in- 
troduced within the next ten days in the form of a 
joint resolution, to be submitted for majority vote of 
both Houses of Congress (as contrasted to a treaty, 
which requires 24 vote of Senate only). It will prob- 
ably be referred to the House Foreign Affairs and 
Senate Foreign Relations Committees. There is more 
opposition to this legislation than to the Reciprocal 
Trade extension; lengthy Committee hearings and 
floor debate are expected. 


European Recovery Program 


Hearings on the authorization of funds for the 
remaining 3 months of the present 15-month period, 
and for the next 12 months, are scheduled to begin 
on February 8 before the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. No heavy opposition has developed as 
yet, but the hearings will give an indication as to 
the climate of Congressional opinion. 


Displaced Persons (S. 31l and H. R. 1344) 


The legislation introduced in the Senate by Sen- 
ators McGrath and Neely, and in the House by Mr. 
Celler, eliminates the discriminations and adminis- 
trative hurdles of the present Act. Among other 
things, it moves the eligibility cut-off date from De- 
cember 22, 1945, to April 21, 1947; it removes the 
30% agricultural worker priority and the 40% Balt 
priority; it does away with the mortgaging of future 
quotas, retroactive to the effective date of the Act; 
it deletes the guaranteed jobs and housing require- 
ment and substitutes for it a provision that there 
must be assurance by the sponsors that the D.P. will 
not become a public charge; and it raises the num- 
ber of D.P.’s to be admitted to 400,000 for four 
years. The bills have been referred to the Senate 
and House Judiciary Committees. Early action by 
the latter is anticipated. 


Federal Aid to Education (S. 246) 


The outlook for this legislation, introduced with 
bipartisan sponsorship in the same form in which 
it passed the Senate last year, had seemed quite 
favorable. Suddenly, however, a proposal was made 
in the Senate Labor and Public Welfare Committee 
that a new section be added to the bill providing 
health aid to all children between the ages of 5 and 
17. This move, which threatened to create misunder- 
standing as to the purpose and administration of the 
bill, was voted down by the Committee on Feb- 
ruary 1. Instead, two separate measures will be re- 
ported out: one providing federal aid to the states for 
public education, and one providing health services 
to all children regardless of what school they attend. 


Housing 


Four major housing bills have been introduced in 
the Senate: S. 138, the Administration’s public hous- 
ing and slum clearance measure; S. 712, which par- 
tially represents the Administration’s private enter- 
prise housing program; S. 709, the Republican pub- 
lic housing and slum clearance bill; and S. 724, the 
Republican direct loan program to assist families in 
the lower middle income area. 

S. 138 and S. 709 are identical in most respects, 
except that the former provides for 1,050,000 public 
housing units over 7 years and the latter envisions 
600,000 units over 6 years. S. 712 liberalizes exist- 
ing FHA laws; S. 724 is a new proposal for direct 
Federal loans to cooperatives and nonprofit corpora- 
tions, to the extent of 100° of construction costs at 
3% interest and long-term amortization for the useful 
life of the properties but not exceeding 60 years. 

Hearings before the Sparkman Subcommittee of 
the Senate Banking and Currency Committee started 
February 3 on all four bills, plus some minor housing 
measures which have also been introduced. 


Filibuster 


As we go to press, the Senate Rules Committee 
still has under consideration various proposals to 
amend the Senate rule on cloture. While efforts are 
being made to provide for termination of debate on 
a majority vote of those present, it seems likely. that 
the recommendation of the Committee will be lim- 
ited to termination of debate on any measure or on 
any motion to bring up a measure, by two-thirds 
vote. History indicates that this change will not be 
sufficient to guarantee majority rule. 


Repeal of Margarine Taxes and Fees (H. R. 3) 


Hearings on this legislation are scheduled to begin 
on March 1 before the House Agriculture Com- 
mittee. The outlook is considered favorable. In the 
Senate, margarine tax repeal legislation has been re- 
ferred to the Finance Committee. 

The reception each measure receives in the Con- 
gress will depend in the last analysis on the expressed 
will of the people. 


Some Standing Committees of the 8lst Congress 


Save this for future reference 


Senate Finance 

Dem. Rep. 
Walter F. George, Ga., Chairman. Eugene D. Millikin, Colo. 
Tom Connally, Tex. Robert A. Taft, Ohio. 
Harry Flood Byrd, Va. Hugh Butler, Nebr. 
Edwin C. Johnson, Colo. Owen Brewster, Maine. 
Scott W. Lucas, Ill. Edward Martin, Pa. 
Clyde R. Hoey, N. C. John J. Williams, Del. 
J. Howard McGrath, R. I. 


Senate Foreign Relations 
Dem. Rep. 
Arthur H. Vandenberg, Mich. 
Alexander Wiley, Wis. 
H. Alexander Smith, N. J. 
Bourke B. Hickenlooper, Iowa. 
Henry Cabot Lodge, Jr., Mass. 


Tom Connally, Tex., Chairman. 
Walter F. George, Ga. 

Elbert D. Thomas, Utah. 
Millard E. Tydings, Md. 

Claude Pepper, Fla. 

Theodore Francis Green, R. I. 
Brien McMahon, Conn. 

J. W. Fulbright, Ark. 


House Foreign Affairs 
Dem. Rep. 


Sol Bloom, N. Y., Chairman. Charles A. Eaton, N. J. 
John Kee, W. Va. Robert B. Chiperfield, III. 
James P. Richards, S. C. John M. Vorys, Ohio. 
Joseph L. Pfeifer, N. Y. Frances P. Bolton, Ohio. 
Thomas S. Gordon, III. Lawrence H. Smith, Wis. 
Helen Gahagan Douglas, Calif. Chester E. Merrow, N. H. 
Mike Mansfield, Mont. Walter H. Judd, Minn. 
Thomas E. Morgan, Pa. James G, Fulton, Pa. 
Laurie C. Battle, Ala. Jacob K. Javits, N. Y. 
George A. Smathers, Fla. John. Davis Lodge, Conn. 
A. S. J. Carnahan, Mo. Donald L. Jackson, Calif. 
Thurmond Chatham, N. C. 

Clement J. Zablocki, Wis. 

A. A. Ribicoff, Conn. 


Senate Judiciary 
Dem, Rep. 
Alexander Wiley, Wis. 
William Langer, N. Dak. 
Homer Ferguson, Mich. 
Forrest C. Donnell, Mo. 


Pat McCarran, Nev., Chairman. 
Harley M. Kilgore, W. Va. 
James O. Eastland, Miss. 
Warren G. Magnuson, Wash. 


J. Howard McGrath, R. I. 
Robert F. Wagner, N. Y. 

J. Melville Broughton, N. C. 
Bert H. Miller, Idaho. 


William E. Jenner, Ind. 


House Judiciary 
Dem, Rep. 


Emanuel Celler, N. Y., Chairman. Earl C. Michener, Mich. 
Francis E. Walter, Pa. Chauncey W. Reed, IIl. 
Sam Hobbs, Ala. Louis E. Graham, Pa. 
William T. Byrne, N. Y. Frank Fellows, Maine. 
Joseph R. Bryson, S. C. John Jennings, Jr., Tenn. 
Thomas J. Lane, Mass. Clifford P. Case, N. J. 
Martin Gorski, Ill. Kenneth B. Keating, N. Y. 
Michael A. Feighan, Ohio. William M. McCulloch, Ohio. 
Frank L. Chelf, Ky. J. Caleb Boggs, Del. 

Ed Gossett, Tex. Angier L. Goodwin, Mass. 
J. Frank Wilson, Tex. 

Robert L. Ramsay, W. Va. 

Dixie Gilmer, Okla. 

Boyd Tackett, Ark. 

Edwin E. Willis, La. 

Winfield K. Denton, Ind. 

James B. Frazier, Jr., Tenn. 


House Agriculture 

Dem, Rep. 
Harold D. Cooley, N. C., Chmn. Clifford R. Hope, Kans. 
Stephen Pace, Ga. August H. Andresen, Minn. 
W. R. Poage, Tex. Reid F. Murray, Wis. 
George M. Grant, Ala. Edwin Arthur Hall, N. Y. 
Walter K. Granger, Utah. William S. Hill, Colo. 
E. C. Gathings, Ark. Charles B. Hoeven, Iowa. 
John L. McMillan, S. C. Sid Simpson, III. 
Eugene Worley, Tex. Ernest K. Bramblett, Calif, 
Thomas G. Abernethy, Miss. Paul B. Dague, Pa. 
Carl Albert, Okla. Norris Cotton, N. H. 
Watkins M. Abbitt, Va. E. L. Bartlett, Alaska. 
James G. Polk, Ohio. Joseph R. Farrington, Hawaii. 
Pat Sutton, Tenn. A. Ferndés-Isern, Puerto Rico. 
Eugene D. O’Sullivan, Nebr. 
John C. Davies, N. Y. 
Cecil F. White, Calif. 
James F. Lind, Pa. 


